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Address on Rom. 14, 7-9 at the Memorial Service
for Mr. Erling Teigen.
Dollvored in the chllpel of Concordia. Semt.nar,., October lf, 1930.
ESTEEllED O0LLKAOUE8 A..~D STUDENTS 01' 0oNCOBDl'.4 SBUDl'AllY: -

Again we meet in our chapel to mourn the death of one of our
students, to praise God for the inestimable bleasinga bestowed upon
him during his life, and to note the leaaom which the Lord would
teach us by this sudden death.
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1.

Christians moum ,vhen their fellow-believers whom they 8lteem
and love are called nwny. There is nothing in Holy Scripture to
forbid us to sorrow at the grnvca of our belovod ones. In fact, it
would be quite contrary to the principle of Christian aympa~ to
romnin indifferent when the call of death cornea to ono with whom
we are united in tl10 fellowship of faith. Our own Lord wept at
the grnve of Lazarus. It is tl1ereforo proper that we should meet in
our chapel for this special ecr,•ico to reflect in earnest and thoughtful
devotion on the sudden, unex11ccted dentl1 of our brother, to remember
in our prnyora all whoso hearts hnvo been made sorrowful by his
death, and to consider, too, wbnt n 1088 the Church baa sustained
by the death of one who might hnve aorved the kingdom of God for
many years. Were we not to ponder the great truths which God
would tench us in this hour of andnces, wo would sinfully disregard
clearly
a duty
outlined in God's holy Word. Such indifference Isaiah
rebukes when he writes: "The righteous perishetb, and no man layeth
it to heart; and merciful men nre tnken away, none considering
that the righteous is tnkcn away from tl10 evil to come," Ia. 5'1, 1.
It is ungodly not to ~ to heart the denth of Christian beliovera.
A.a Ohriatians, therefore, we deeply regret tbnt our brother was called
out of this lifo so suddenly, that ono who had so far advanced in
his preparation for tho holiest office, the Ohristinn ministry, should
be prevented from reaching tho goal, eapccinlly when that goal was
so near, and that the Ohristinn Church, nlwnys in need of faithful
ministers, should loao his talents and aorvices. Our departed friend
earnestly desired to enter the ministry nnd eorvo tho Lord in His
glorious vineyard. It wna not easy for him to obtain the funds
noceaaary for his studies. To him nttondnnce at college meant great.
sacrifices. Even during the Inst summer vocation ho toiled to procure
the needed funds, and for aomo time he intended not to enter the
Seminary this yenr in order that the burden of expense might not
fall too heavily on his parents and friends. Even after he had
arrived at St. Louis, he wrote his father that ho wna sorry that be
had come since, after nll, his nttendanc.-o at the Seminary involved
a heavier ezpenae than he had thought. But in his Inst letter to his
parents he said that he was glad that he had enrolled, that he bad
learned to like the study of theology, and that the doubts which at
times had troubled him were now being removed. Yet, after all,
by the will of God he was not to be with us for a long time. Scarceq
a month baa passed since the opening of the new school-year, and
the Lord baa called him away to enter as we have every :reason to
believe, the perfect school of sacred theology in blissful communion
with God in heaven.. And he was called away unozpected]y, not by

https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol1/iss1/113

2

Mueller: Address on Rom. 14, 7-9 at the Memorial Service for Mr. Erling Te
.Addroa on Rom. 14, 7-9 at a Kmnorlal Benlce.
918
which allowed him no
time to bid farewell to his relatives, to prepare himself for the end
by apecial meditations, and to comfort himself in tho Lord by the
means of grace. As wo contcmplato all this, we certainly have reaaon
to sorrow over the death of our friend llDd brother.
any lingering illneas, but by a fatal
accident

2.
Nevertheless, in this solemn hour we, too, praise God, the Lord
of the dead and living, for the marvelous ways in which He mercifully led our departed student. In the text choaen for this meditation,
St. Paul, by inspiration of tho Holy Ghost, s~: "For none of ua
liveth to himaolf, llDd no man dieth to himaolf. For whether we live,
we live unto tho Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord;
whether wo live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end
Christ both died and rose and revived, that He might be Lord both
of the living nnd dead." These words are applicable to all true Christiana. All true believers in Christ live unto the Lord, who died for
them and rose ngnin in glory. Their life is a service of Obrist,
often in weakness, it is true, yet a true service nevertheless through
faith in their divine Redeemer. So our departed brother lived unto
Christ. For Christ's sake, that he might serve Him in His vineyard
llDd proclnim the joyful message that J'eaua died and rose again,
he attended college and then for a short time, till the Lord willed it
otherwise, our Seminary. For J'eaus' sake he worked induatrionsly
to earn tho funds which ho needed for his studies. Ho lived unto the
Lord now tlint 110 might live unto Him more fully and perfectly in
the ministry Inter on. Of his faith in Christ we have direct evidence.
Only a few months ago, in an argument, he was asked whether he was
sure of solvntion, nnd ho replied : "I put my trust in Christ's redemption, nnd I know that eannot fail." Such expressions of faith
prove that ho believed in the Lord J'csus Christ and that he put his
trust for salvation solely in the vicarious satisfaction of our divine
Redeemer. So, ae we have every reason to assume that he lived
unto the Lord, we may hope also that he died unto the Lord, that is,
in true faith in tho merits of Christ. And for this we praise God
in this sacred hour though we mourn hie early departure. We cannot
understand tho ways of God. We do not know why a student who
has just entered upon the study of sacred theology should be called
away. The occasion moves us to any with Paul: ''How unsearchable
are His judgments and His ways past finding out I For who hath
known the mind of the Lord Or who hath been His counselorl
Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be :recompensed unto Him
again I For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things.
To whom be glory forever I Amen.'' Rom. 11, 88-88. Yet we know,
158
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t.oo, "thot nil thinga must work together for good to them that loft
God, to theJD who nro tho called according to Hi■ purpoee. For
whom Ho did foreknow Ho nlso did prcdcatinote to bo conformed to
tho imnge of Hi■ Son that He might bo the Firat•bom among many
brethren. Moreover, whom He did prcdcstinnte, them He oleo called;
ond whom Ho collcd, them He olso jUBtifiod; ond whom He jUBtified,
them Ho nlao glorified," Rom. 8, 2~0. Wo thoroforo thank Goel
becnuso Ho cnllcd, justified, nnd glorified our brother in his life
according to His eternal purpose nnd grnco in Obrist Jesus. His
life ,vos short; yet, ofter nil, it wns n blessed
faithlife, bccouso b::,
it wns lived unto tho Lord. In it God mognified His groco to His
own glory.

3.

•

But should wo not nlso consider tho lesson which tho Lord of
the dend nnd tho living would tench us by tl1is sudden dooth I St. Paul
writes: "Whether ,vo live, wo live unto tho Lord." Does not thi■
statement suggest to us for our lh•cs n holy, sub1imo purpose! We
live unto tho Lord. Thot is true of us who hn,•o been collcd b::, Goel
to instruct nnd prcpnre you students for His service in tho ministry.
Wo ore hero to mnko you willing nnd nblo scrvnnts of Jesus Ohri■t.
And wo do our tnsk well only when in your hcnrts wo decrcnsc while
Christ incrcnscs. ,vo tench you rightly only when ,vo tench you
to any: "For mo to live is Christ." We do tlmt which we nro collcd
to do only when we inscribe into your honrts tbo Word of Ohriat,
tho unfailing truth which nlono is nblo to sn,•o souls. This work, 10
prccioUB ond holy, we do by God's will; nnd each somosto.r ond eocb
sohool-yoor thot wo so serve God we owo to His unspenknblo grace.
Of thot we ore reminded in this l1our. Our lcngtl1cned service ia
proof of tho lengthened grnco of our Lord.
"Whether we live, wo live unto tho Lord." Tlmt op1>1ios oleo to
you students of Concordia Seminory. It is by dhrino grnco thnt you
arc permitted to sit nt Jesus' fcot nnd hcnr His Word, not merely for
your own edifiontion consolotion,
ond
but thnt you mny Inter on
import tho holy Gospel of Christ to others. As you renlize this great
privilege, by which God hos exalted you nbovo others, you must cheerfully conaecrnto your time and talents to those tasks which ore yours
DB atud0Ji1t& of Holy Scripture. Thnt nlono will steel you ngoin■t
the temptations which Sntnn places in the wny of nil who follow the
Lord. Thot alone will move you t.o improve your time ond to study
with deep and abiding interest tho hcovenly wisdom, which Luther
rightly call■ "the wisdom above all wisdom.'' A life of faith dedicated
to the Lord i■ o holy life, a precious life, a successful life, a worthwhile life. The world with its false criteria of values may not appre-
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ciate it, we ounolvea mQ not alft19 mimate it conectl7; yet u
we liTe unto the Lord, we live u God deeires ua to li'fll, ancl ao onl,
do we accomplish what the Lord would haTe ua acaompliah u BOOcl
and faithful atowarda of His manifold grace. Let 111, then, u we
contemplate the brevity of life and u we realise that our liftl are
continued from day to day only h7 diTine grace, TOW to God greater
zeal and promiao Him greater faithfuln-, h7 Bia own aid ancl
mength, ao that both our life and our death mQ be comiecrated
to the Lord.
And there is n final leuon which the occuion would impreu
upon us. By God's grace our Seminary bu during the put :,eara
en,io:,od an excellent enrolment. We have had a largo attendance
of students, - n lnrgor one than that of an:, other eeminary in our
country, -who have come to ua not only from our own Synod, but
also from others. J UBt because of thi1 plentiful harve■t of :,oung
men who arc willing to labor in the Lord'■ field we at times failed
to remember thnt each believing and con■ecrated ■tudent
ia
a true
gift of God. Mnny churches regard it Bl a matter of comae that
they 1hould be bountifully supplied with Ohri■tim minister■• The
death of this student of Concordia Seminary recall■ to our mind■
how much the bestowing upon our Church of 1uch men u it ?equiree
for its blCBscd work depends on God'■ grace. If wo would have
them, wo must prny for them. Unleee God givca them to ue, wo
shall novor poBSCSs tl1om nt all. So this occnaion exhorts us to continue in sincere nnd nrdcnt prnyer on behalf of our Church and, in
particulnr, of our colleges nnd eeminarica that the living God might
mercifully l1old Hie divine hnnd over them, guard and protsct them
against nll hnrm, blees tho instruction imparted in Bia name, and
make all things work together unto His glory and the abiding welfaze
of Hie Church. Thie is a last thought which this aolemn hour

•uaests.
"For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to him-,]£"
this be truo of all of us who are gathered here this afternoon!
"For whether wo live, we livo unto the Lord.'' That ia God'■ own
holy motive given to us for a con■ecrated life. "And whether we die,
wo die unto tho Lord.'' That is God's own bleleed coDBOlation for
us in tho hour of dentb. "Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are
tho Lord's.'' That is our own confession of faith, our shout of victory,
h7 which we triumph over death, the last dread foe. And as Paul,
so also we build this our faith on the glorious fact that "Obrist
both died and rose that He might bo Lord both of the dead ancl
living." To Him, our eulted Lord, our only Redeemer and 1lope
in life and death, be honor and glory now and fore,er I Amen.
J. T. l£UBLLBL
~
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